shelving roofs : the western front, the principal approach,
is destitute of simplicity and magnificence : and the scale
of dimensions has been much surpassed by several of the
Latin cathedrals. But the architect who first erected an
aerial cupola is entitled to the praise of bold design and
skilful execution. The dome of St. Sophia, illuminated by
four-and-twenty windows, is formed with so small a
curve, that the depth is equal only to one-sixth of its
diameter; the measure of that diameter is one hundred
and fifteen feet, and the lofty centre, where a crescent has
supplanted the cross, rises to the perpendicular height of
one hundred and eighty feet above the pavement. The
circle which encompasses the dome lightly reposes on
four strong arches, and their weight is firmly supported
by four rnassy piles, whose strength is assisted on the
northern and southern sides by four columns of Egyptian
granite. A Greek cross, inscribed in a quadrangle, repre-
sents the form of the edifice. . . . The memory of past
calamities inspired Justinian with a wise resolution, that
no wood, except for the doors, should be admitted into
the new edifice; and the choice of the materials was
applied to the strength, the lightness, or the splendour
of the respective parts. The solid piles which sustained the
cupola were composed of huge blocks of freestone, hewn
into squares and triangles, fortified by circles of iron, and
firmly cemented by the infusion of lead and quicklime;
but the weight of the cupola was diminished by the
levity of its substance, which consists either of pumice-
stone that floats in the water, or of bricks from the isle
of Rhodes, five times less ponderous than the ordinary
sort. The whole frame of the edifice was constructed of
brick; but those base materials were concealed by a crust
of marble ; and the inside of St. Sophia, the cupola, the
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